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Carbapenem [kahr”ba-pen’am]
Ronnie Henry

class of broad-spectrum B-lactam antibiotics, structur-

lly similar to penicillins, with the substitution of a

carbon atom (carba-) for a sulfur atom. This substitution cre-

ates a double bond on the pentane ring, which becomes a
pentene ring (-penem).

The first carbapenem, thienamycin (theion [“sulfur”]

+ enamine [an unsaturated compound that forms the back-

bone of the molecule] + -mycin [suffix for drugs produced

by Streptomyces spp.]), was discovered in 1976 in culture
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